COSORT Version 4.4  

FEATURES STATE-OF-THE-ART, STANDALONE AND INTEGRATED
SORTING AND MERGING FOR ALL DOS COMPUTERS

· General-purpose high volume sorting and true merging

· Five to 25 times faster than DOS system sort command

· Unlimited fixed/variable length records to 4,096 bytes

· Unlimited number of keys in variable/fixed field position

· Alphabetic, numeric, and binary data key support

· Optional user written input, output, and compare routines

· Optional memory allocation and overflow directory assignment
Standalone Operation

For non-programming users and developers, COSORT's popular utility program has a user-friendly interactive mode and a quiet batch mode. PC Magazine says COSORT's human interface is "excellent."

Prompts, built-in "help", on-line execution, and retries

Specify any number of input files with any number of fixed or variable length records. Specify any number of ASCII and binary keys. The program prompts and provides "help" messages.  Invalid entries cause a message and allow the user to retry. Users and developers can save time with COSORT's dynamic interface

Execution can be interrupted and continued with a keystroke.  When output is directed to the screen, the first records appear well before the whole file is sorted.  The user can stop, look, and abort or continue.

Save your specifications

Sort/merge parameters can be saved for batch execution.  The specifications are referenced in a batch stream for recurring execution and use by non-programmers The specifications are text which can also be produced by an application program or word processor.  In batch mode, COSORT runs without messages.

- over -

Integrated Programming


For developers who want sorting and merging in their application programs, two types of interfaces are offered.  With the standard "subroutine" interface, COSORT controls all record input, output, and comparison operations.  Using COSORT's unique "coroutine" interface, the programmer directly controls input, output or compare operations.  Records are moved in memory much more quickly than through files.  And record level control also means:

Unlimited Selection & Comparison

In the host language, the programmer can specify any selection criteria and can modify records by converting, adding or eliminating fields.  The number and complexity of compares is unlimited; e.g.: uncommon COBOL fields, quantities with different units, encrypted data, etc

Reduced or eliminated time-consuming I/O operations

Transfer files are not required and much I/O is eliminated. According to PC Magazine, "The advantage of the coroutine is that the calling program can begin processing sorted data long before the sort has been completed.  For example, after specifying that output data should go both to an output file and to the console, a 4,500-line input file was completely sorted in 50 seconds, but the first sorted lines appeared on the screen after only 10 seconds  This data was also in the output file and available for processing"

Ordered records where you want them, when you want them

Output records can be written to a file, displayed, or both. They can also be returned to the caller one at a time  Each record is available for immediate reporting, secondary file access, index tables, etc  Records return in order as if read sequentially from an input file

COSORT can be called from any language that allows library references. COSORT accepts fixed or variable length records up to 4,096 bytes.  Any number of ascending or descending keys may be in fixed or character specified fields  Character strings can be left or right aligned and case shifted  Numeric fields with signed and unsigned integer, real or floating point numbers can be intermixed  COSORT recognizes standard short and long forms of internal values, including packed decimals  Non-standard data types can be addressed through user programming.

"The caller can begin processing data long before the sort is completed a 4,500-line input file was completely sorted in 50 seconds, but the first sorted lines appeared after only 10 seconds" 

-PC Magazine
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